
   Rogers Public Schools Essential Learning
7th Grade English

Essential Standard Examples of Rigor Prerequisite Skills

What are the standards that we 
guarantee your child will learn?

What does proficient student work look 
like?

What prior knowledge, skills, and/or 
vocabulary are needed for a student 

to master this standard?

W.7.3.A - Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and *point of view / 
perspective and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

1. Student has an engaging introduction with an 
attention grabber, character/setting, and conflict.
2. Student can write from another perspective when 
appropriate

Students need to be able to:
Identify parts of the plot diagram
Identify Point of View
Define and identify the parts of an exposition
A quality introduction for a reflective narrative 
(hook, set the scene, thesis)

W.7.3.D - Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events.

1. “Dead” words are eliminated from writing (e.g. get, 
there are/there is, said).
2. Student uses word referents (Empowering Writers) 
when appropriate.
3. Students can identify and revise the use of vague 
pronouns.
4. Students recognize the difference between 
repetition for effect and redundancy.
5. Student uses vivid action verbs.
Ex: Jennifer stared into the dark forest.  She shivered a 
little and her heart began to race.  Were there wild 
animals in these words, she wondered. She walked on, 
cautious and quiet.  Would she make it out safely?

Students need to be able to:
Know how to create metaphors and similes
Identify dead/blah words 
Use sensory details 
Identify repetition in writing 
Identify pronouns 



W.7.2.A - Introduce a topic *clearly, previewing what is 
to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, 
using strategies, such as definition, classification, 
compare/contrast, cause/effect. 

1. Thesis statement should not be a simple sentence 
and include the list statement or plan.
Ex 1: Although Siberia is an exotic place to visit, its 
geography and climate make it a difficult place to live. 
(complex sentence) 
Ex 2: Siberia, an exotic place to visit, would be a 
difficult place to live. Its geography and climate create 
challenges for survival. (2 sentence thesis vs. complex 
sentence)

Students need to be able to:
Describe the purpose of expository writing
Write a thesis statement (topic and plan 
sentences)
Write topic sentences for each section

W.7.2.C - Use appropriate transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships between 
ideas and concepts.

The girl, however, died last night vs. However, the girl 
died last night.
Transitions are consistently used to clarify 
relationships among ideas.
Move from one-word to phrase transitions.
Use a variety of transitions.
Bury transitions in the middle of the sentence. 

Students need to be able to:
Students can demonstrate  use of basic transitions 
at the beginning of sentences and/or paragraphs.

L.7.1.B - Demonstrate command of simple, 
compound, complex, and compound complex 
sentences to convey ideas and meaning.

1. Use a sentence structure where it is most effective 
in context.
Margaret L. is like any other teenage girl today: she 
talks on the phone, deals with the stress of 
schoolwork, and has a boyfriend. Unlike many of her 
peers, however, Margaret takes medication as part of 
her morning routine; and the time she spends in the 
school bathroom is not devoted to fixing her hair. 

Margaret has spina bifida, a condition in which one or 
more of her vertebrae did not form properly, leaving 
her spinal cord—the most vital component of the 
central nervous system—unprotected. She has had 
eight operations and wears braces on her legs to keep 
them in the proper positions. Throughout all of these 
ordeals, she has retained her outgoing personality and 
positive view of life.

Students need to be able to:
Identify subordinating and coordinating 
conjunctions
Write simple, compound and complex sentences



W.7.2.B - Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, and/or 
other information and examples.

1. Students can write specific topic sentences 
connected to the thesis.
2. Students can elaborate on the topic with details
       What does it look like? 
       Why does it matter?
3. Students can incorporate quotes to develop the 
topic
       Introduce quotes 
       Parenthetical citations → (Davis 3).

Use relevant facts and concrete details to support 
a topic.

W.7.2.F - Provide a concluding statement or 
section that supports the information or 
explanation presented.

1. When the thesis is restated, the student should use 
different vocabulary (for example, word referents) 
and/or sentence structure.

Students need to be able to:
restate/reword the thesis statement

L.7.3.A - Choose language that expresses ideas 
precisely and concisely, recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

1. Student uses word referents.
2. Students can identify word redundancy in others’ 
writing as well as their own.
3. Students can revise writing to eliminate 
redundancy.

Students need to be able to:
Distinguish between redundancy and repetition for 
effect

W.7.1.A - Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 
reasons and evidence logically.

1. Students should write a claim that is connected to 
the prompt.
2. When writing the claim, students should include 
important words/phrases from the prompt and a 
reasoned judgment.
3. Topic sentences in body paragraphs are connected 
to the argument.
4. Opposing or alternate claims may be introduced in 
the body of the essay.
      Ex: Others may say ______, but ______. (Yes, But 
statements from Empowering Writers.)

Students need to be able to:
identify and write a claim including important 
words/phrases from the prompt



W.7.1.B - Support claim(s) with logical reasoning 
and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text.

1. Use evidence/explanation starters (see Quarter 3 
link).
2. Student progresses from a simple explanation of 
what the evidence means to how it relates to the 
claim.
3. Students uses transitional words, phrases, or 
clauses to connect claim(s), evidence, and reasons in a 
logical way. (W.7.1.c)

Students need to be able to:
Write an argumentative paragraph including a 
claim, evidence and justification


